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Social Media (Bar Chart): Grade 9 

 

 

A. Title of card: Bar Charts illustrating time spent on different social media   

B. Competency, Element and Performance Criteria: 

C 2.4: Represent and interpret data from charts/graphs in daily life 

Element 1: Read and interpret bar charts, line graphs and pie charts 

Performance Criteria: Bar charts - Level 1: Construct Bar charts & Level 2: Read and 

interpret data represented in bar charts 

C. Purpose of activity: 

This activity will develop students' understanding of bar charts as well as enable them to 

represent and interpret data from these charts in daily life. 

D. Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the lesson, students should be able to: 

 Identify the different components in a bar chart (e.g., title, axes, labels, bars). 

 Construct a bar chart using a given set of data. 

 Read and interpret data represented in a bar chart. 

E. Resources and materials: 

 Coloured whiteboard markers 

 Graph paper 

 Coloured pencils 

 

F. Teaching trajectories/Implementation guidelines: 

Activity 1: How much time do you spend on social media? 

Steps: 

1. Ask the students in your class to state the approximate number of hours they spend 

daily on social media. E.g., 0 - 1 hr; 1 - 2 hrs; 2 - 3 hrs; 3 - 4 hrs; 4+ (more than 4) 

hrs. 

2. Record their responses on the board in tabular form. 

3. Demonstration - Use the data collected to draw a simple bar chart on the board, using 

different colours for the different bars. Show the students how to label the axes and 

choose an appropriate scale. 



 

2 

4. Highlight the key points: 

 What is a bar chart?   

A visual representation of data using rectangular bars. Bar charts are drawn 

for categorical data i.e. data that are divided into different categories. 

 Parts of a bar chart: 

 Title: e.g. Time Spent on Social Media by Grade 9 Students 

 Horizontal - axis: Time/number of hours spent (categories) 

 Vertical-axis: Number of students 

 Labels and scale 

Activity 2 – Favourite Social Media Platforms 

5. A survey is carried out with the students to collect data on their ‘Most Used/Favourite 

Social Media Platform’. 

6.  In pairs, students construct a bar chart using graph paper or digital/online tools (if 

available). The teacher assists struggling students. 

7.  Students are asked about the use of bar charts in real-life social media analytics;       

E.g., Tracking influencers’ the number of followers. 

G. Assessment 

Question 1. Interpreting Bar Chart  

Study the bar chart below which illustrates the ‘Weekly Time spent (in hours) on different 

Social Media Applications (Apps)’ and answer the following questions: 

(a) Which ‘app’ is used the most during the week? 
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(b) Which ‘app’ is used the least during the week? 

(c) What is the difference in the number of hours spent between the most and the 

least used apps during the week? 

Note: The above questions may be assessed orally. 

 

 

 

Question 2. Constructing a Bar Chart 

The table below shows the favourite social media applications among 36 students. 

Social Media Platform Instagram TikTok Facebook WhatsApp 

Number of students 13 11 5 7 

 

(a) Use the information given and construct a bar chart on graph paper.                                        

Remember: Include a title and label the axes of the bar chart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for discussion. 

(b) What does the height of each bar represent? 
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(c) Why is labelling important in a bar chart? 

 

Question 3. Collecting data and Constructing a Bar Chart 

Ask your students to identify 4 influencers/popular figures. 

(a) Draw a table to show the number of followers for each social media platform 

identified; e.g. TikTok or Instagram. 

 

 

(b) From the data obtained, construct a bar chart on graph paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) Interpret the different components of the bar chart. Ask questions such as: Which 

influencer is most/least followed? What is the difference between the most and the 

least number of followers? 

 

 

 

 

H. Extension of activity 

Represent the data in Question 2 using a pie chart.  

Discuss the construction, representation and interpretation of data using a pie chart in other 

practical situations. 


