
FPLNS
Literacy in English

Ms K. Reshma Gungapersand

Senior Lecturer

Mauritius Institute of Education

Email: r.gungapersand@mie.ac.mu

Monday 6 January 2025



Today’s session

Definitions of literacy

Overarching Competencies proposed 
for literacy in English 

Proposed approaches & themes



Definitions of 
literacy

• The traditional definition of literacy:

The ability to read and write or the ability to use 
language to listen, speak, read and write

• In modern contexts: 

➢Literacy refers to reading and writing at a level 
adequate for communication or at a level that lets one 
understand and communicate ideas in a literate society, 
so as to take part in that society.

➢The ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, 
compute and use printed and written materials based 
on a range of contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of 
learning which enables students to achieve their goals
and to develop their knowledge and potential and to 
participate fully in the society. 



Source: 
https://www.slidesha
re.net/janehbasto/re

ading-and-writing-
independence

https://www.slideshare.net/janehbasto/reading-and-writing-independence
https://www.slideshare.net/janehbasto/reading-and-writing-independence
https://www.slideshare.net/janehbasto/reading-and-writing-independence
https://www.slideshare.net/janehbasto/reading-and-writing-independence


Overarching 
competencies 
proposed for 
Literacy in 
English 

1. Listen, understand and respond to basic (or level appropriate) 
aural texts using verbal and non-verbal communication

2. Listen with empathy and respect

3. Engage in simple/basic conversations in English 

4. Speak and express needs, thoughts, ideas, opinions and 
feelings in English

5. Read and write with interest and for pleasure (at letter, word, 
sentence and text level)

6. Read a variety of level appropriate texts with understanding

7. Write a variety of simple texts for a range of purposes which 
are pertinent to their needs 



Teaching 
approaches (in line 
with the level and 
needs of the 
students)

Thematic

Interactive

Activity-based 

Play-based

Differentiation

Bilingual 



Themes proposed for Term 1
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9

Welcome to School Road Safety Les métiers - Sports

Weather Weather Les métiers- La cuisine

Patriotism Patriotism Patriotism



Welcome to School
• Objective: Develop students' speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills through school-related activities 

and reflections.

Activities:

• Reading: Read stories about school, such as "The Kissing Hand" by Audrey Penn, to help students relate to 

the emotional aspects of starting school. Students can discuss the characters' feelings and relate them to 

their own experiences.

• Writing: Students write about their expectations or fears for the new school year, encouraging self-

reflection. They can also write about their favourite subject or what excites them the most about school.

• Speaking & Listening: Introduce themselves in English, French, or Kreol Morisien, sharing their name, 

favourite school subject, and hobbies. Encourage students to actively listen to their peers and ask 

questions to foster a respectful environment for communication.

• Digital Literacy: Students can create simple digital presentations using tools like Google Slides to introduce 

themselves, enhancing their technological skills.



Weather in Mauritius

• Objective: Develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills using weather-related vocabulary and 

stories.

Activities:

• Reading: Read stories or articles about the weather in Mauritius, such as tropical storms or sunny days. 

Example: Articles about cyclones or books like "The Storm" by Jean-Marie Le Clézio. 

Discuss weather vocabulary in English, French, and Kreol Morisien.

• Writing: Have students write about their favourite type of weather in Mauritius (e.g., sunny, rainy) or how 

they prepare for a cyclone. Encourage descriptive writing with attention to details about sensory 

experiences in different weather conditions.

• Speaking & Listening: Discuss how weather patterns affect daily life in Mauritius, including seasonal 

changes like summer rains and dry seasons. Allow students to share personal experiences or memories 

related to weather, using English, French, or Kreol Morisien to express themselves.



Weather
English French Kreol Morisien 

weather le temps letan 

flood inondation inondasion 

cyclone cyclone siklonn 

drought la secheresse lasesres 

tsunami tsunami sounami 

rainfall la pluie lapli 

sky le ciel lesiel 

wind le vent divan 

sun soleil soley 

cloud nuage niaz 

windy venteux ena boukou divan 

sunny ensoleillé ena soley 

cloudy nuageux enn niaz 

thunder tonnerre loraz 

meteorological station station de la météo meteo 

cyclonic months les mois cyclonique bann mwa kot ena siklonn 

weather forecast prévisions météorologique bann previzion letan 

 



Why thematic approach?

This method connects 
multiple areas of the 

curriculum to a theme which 
can help students develop 

literacy skills.

Vocabulary- Students will be 
exposed to rich vocabulary 

through story telling, 
reading and writing 

activities based on particular 
themes. 

Sentence building in 
different languages

Writing words from 
memory/Spelling

Story telling: e.g Students 
relate what they do during 

cyclones

Write the 12 months of the 
year, then identify the 

cyclonic months 



Thank you!

Questions?
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